
BUSH FIRE SAFETY

© State of New South Wales through the NSW RURAL FIRE SERVICE 2010. E1

moving towards a FireWise community

Prepare your home and property for bush fires

02

Bush Fire and Your Home

In a bush fire many houses are destroyed 
through ember attack, when burning twigs and 
leaves carried by the wind land on or around the 
house. Even houses away from the direct path 
of the fire can be affected.
Look for the places embers could start fires - on 
the roof, under the floor and around windows 
and doors – and take action to prevent them.

	 Install metal gutter guards
	 Repair damaged or missing 

tiles on the roof
	 Install fine metal mesh screens 

on windows and doors
	 Fit seals around doors and 

windows to eliminate gaps
	 Enclose the areas under 

the house  
	 Repair or cover gaps in 

external walls 
	 Attach a fire sprinkler 

system to gutters

These maintenance tips may 
help prevent burning embers 
destroying your house:

  Things to do around  

your house and garden:

		  Keep lawns short and gardens 

well maintained 

		  Cut back trees and shrubs 

overhanging buildings

		  Clean up fallen leaves, twigs and 

debris around the property

		  Have hoses long enough to reach 

around your house

		  If you have a pool, tank or dam put a 

Static Water Supply (SWS) sign on  

your property entrance

		  Check that your insurance is adequate 

and up to date

		  Complete your Bush Fire Survival Plan 

available at www.rfs.nsw.gov.au

Did you know  Not all homes can be defended - your safety is always the first priority.


